EUROPEAN   DECLINE                       233

holding manoeuvres near the Brenner in the early
autumn of 1935 immediately before launching the
Abyssinian campaign. Considerations of Italy's
position in Central and South-eastern Europe still
inclined Mussolini to co-operate with the other Stresa
Powers, whereas the Sanctions episode inclined him
towards Germany. In the earlier part of 1936 his
mind was not made up as to which course he would
pursue. The raising of Sanctions, even belatedly, was
a consideration to influence him towards Britain and
France. But there occurred in the summer of 1936
three events, the combined effect of which was to tip
the balance in the other direction.

The first of these events was the accession to power
in France on June 1st of the Popular Front Govern-
ment under M. Blum. This was a circumstance of
infinite disaster not only to France, but to the cause
of Europe as a whole. Formerly, as we have seen,
it was often the amateur understanding of inter-
national problems on the part of Great Britain,
which had impeded France. Henceforth for two
years French action was fettered and French policy
was misguided on account of the Popular Front
Government. In point of fact, Mussolini was at the
outset prepared to co-operate with France, in spite of
ideological differences with her new Government.
But Blum, who appears to have been entirely without
political capacity, failed to avail himself of the
opportunity when it was offered to him.

The second event was the conclusion on July 12th
of the pact between Germany and Austria. By this
pact, Dr. Schuschnigg, the then Premier of Austria,
believed that he had obtained the much sought after
guarantee of Austrian independence, for a pledge was
given to the effect that Germany had neither the
intention nor the desire to mix in the internal affairs
rf Austria, nor to amalgamate with, nor annex, that